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DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE DEMOCRAT PARTY OF TURKEY

[Eomment: The following report, taken from Turkish newspapers
for the period &4 February - 2 March 1953, discusses rumored and ac-
tual expulsion of deputies from the DP (Democrat Party), rumors of a
cabinet shake-up, and a report of the settlement of & long-standing
dispute in the Istanbul DP organi zation.
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Expulsion of Deputies

On 11 February, Yeni Istanbul reported that the DP Assembly group wac con-
sidering disciplinary action aguinst the following nine deputies: COmer Bilen,
Ankara, for reactionary activitico; Burhancddin Unad, Antulys, for defending
nationalists; Ali Fakri Isert, Malikesir, using hie positlion in the party for
personal gaing; y:i Boutepe, Ordu, for violuting party discapline; Feyzi Cubuk,
Tokat., for having an unsavory reputntion; Gnoi Yigitbasl, Afysn, for reaction-
ary activities: Sait Enntarel, Kustanonn, for irreguiar conduct, Ahmet Gurkan,
Tokar, fTor reaci ionary activities; and Irfan Aksu, Isparta, for being connected
with tae Turkish Laticnelists Society. According to the paper, a list of 15
other deputies was also being prepured for submission to the DP General Disci-
Plinury Court (1) on 12 Februnry, VYatan suid that 14 DP deputles were to be
expelled from uhe party, listing by name Boovepe, Cubuk, Kantarel, Gurkan,
Tigitinsd, Tseri, nnd Su.eyan Kuranel of Gailantep.(2) Another deputy slated
for expulsiorn, nreording to Yeni Istanbul o 26 February, Lo Nazim Agaccikoglu
of Sivas (3) T )

Previously, en 3 Februury, the DP Disciplinary Court had expelled Enzim
Arar and Kemal Atuikurt, botn deputies for Cankiri, tor using his position in
Blie party for personal gains, according to Vatan of b February.(h#) And on
18 February, Ulus reported that Ouer Evei, one of the founders of the DP and a
member of the DP General Assembly, had been expelled from the party by the DP
Provincial Disciplinary Court in Yozgat for having created a epirit of defent-
ism within the party.(s)
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On 20 February, Vatan reported that the rumors concerning the imminent
expulsion of Iseri and Yigitbasi had been confirmed the previous day when the
DP Generesl Administrative Committee had ordered the two to appear before the
DP General Disciplinary Court.(6) On 26 Februery, the same paper reported
that in anticipation of his expulsion, Iseri had anncunced his resignation from
the DP. It is velieved that Iseri wil’ Join the Peasants Party, the peper

added, since he was accompanied by a deputy of that perty when he announced
his resignation to the press.(7)

According to Cumhurivyet of 28 February, the charges ageinst Yigitbasi are

that he had connections with reectionary activities, that he had close rele-
tions with followers of Bediuzzamon Sait Nursi

a well-gnowm religious reac-
tiannrﬂ

, that he cooperated with Cevat Rifat Atilhan [}‘ounder and president
of the banned Islamic Democrat Pv.rtﬂ. end that he used religion as a tool for
politics. The paper added that the DP General Disciplinary Court had appointed
a2 three-men subcommittee to study the charges, the members of which are Osman
Ksvrakoglu, Ruseyin Ulku, and Halux Ckeren.(8) On 22 Februery, Vetan reported
that on the previcus day, a group of Nursi supporters from hisz home district of
Emirdagi had visited Kemal Kutbas, DP chairman of Afyon Province, to protest
the action being taken against Yigitbasi.(9) However, ovn L March, the same pa-
per said that action against Yigitbaci had been generally well received in
Afyon. It quoted Gunduz Kanyak, a member of the DP Executive Committee of
Afyon Provinee, as saying that while some members might resi;m because of
Yigitbesli's expulsion, the party would be amply compensated by the gained sup-
port of independents. According to Kenyak, continued the paper, Yigitbasi,
once i >lerk in a court of Bolvadin District and later a grocer, is the only
resson why Nursi has any influence in the Bolvadin area.(10)

Pogsible Cabinet Chansgec

On 11 February, Vatan pointed out that in a speech before the DP Advisory
Council on 9 February, Tev{ik Iler!, Education Minister, hod claimed that there

wag no reaction 1n the country but oniy ignorance and had refratned from saying
enything which rejected racialistic and natiomalistic organizatioans and their
activitiesz., Political circles feel, commented Vatan, that Iler! has eltne
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The first result of the agreement, stated Vatan, will bc an attempt by the ;
DP Administrative Committee of Istanbul Province to suspend or lighten the :
expulsion decision handed down by the DP Disciplina:ry Court of Istanbul Prov-
ince against Faruk Tansel, Suleyman Telkesen, Orhan Tepe, and Burhan Tepe, all
from Besiktas.(2) The second result, according to Vatan of 23 February, is
that the party group in the DP General Assembly of Istanbul Province hag started
to function again. The paper said Salahattin Karayavuz had been elected group
chairman end Arif Neset Usman, group secretary.(1.3)
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